
RTA is dedicated to renovating the homes of 
low-income homeowners who are elderly and/
or disabled in order that they may continue to live 
in comfort and with dignity and independence, 
while engaging volunteers and sponsors in 
a hands-on community improvement effort.

MISSION STATEMENT

NEWSLETTER 
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Content - RTA Board Members
Design/Layout - Joshua Evans
Editing - Margarita Maestas-Flores
Printing - FBT Architects

MAJOR SPONSORS / DONORS
Accent Southwest Windows & Doors
Cricket Communications
Cypress Communication Systems, LLC
Daniels Fund
Dunn-Edwards Paint
Enterprise Builders
FBT Architects
Honeywell
J. B. Henderson Construction

Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse 
Microtek

NM Finishing Trades Institute 
Sam’s Club - Club 6672
Sears Holdings / K-Mart

Sprinkler Fitters - UA Local 669
TLC Plumbing and Utility

Walla Engineering
Western States Fire Protection

SPONSORS / DONORS
All About Trophies
American Leak Detection
Business Environments
Cross Country Auto Sales
EWI
Fresh and Clean
Graphic Connections
Highway Supply
Home Depot
Honeywell Hometown Solutions

M & M Body
Pepsi Cola Bottling Company

PODS 
Qwest Veterans - NM

Safelite Auto Glass
Sta-Rite Lath and Plaster

State Farm Insurance
TNT Tech

United Rentals
Waste Management

VOLUNTEER GROUPS
AARP
Business Environments
Calvary Chapel
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
Cricket Communications
EWI
FBT Architects
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Hope Worldwide Church
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Navajo Nation
NM Finishing Trades Institute 

NM State Representative Richard Berry 
NM Veterans Integration Centers 

Qwest Veterans – NM 
Rebuilding Together Albuquerque 

Sprinkler Fitters – UA Local 669 
UNM Student Veterans 

UNM Student Resource Center 
Ventanas Computer Systems 

Walla Engineering 
Western States Fire Protection

NMVIC VOLUNTEERS - PROJECT DAY

NMVIC PLANNING GROUP
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I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their continuing 
efforts in 2009. Through their dedication and commitment, our 
organization has once again provided much-needed home repairs 
and rehabilitation to the homes of low-income and disabled seniors 
in the Albuquerque area. 

We have added six key positions to improve RTA’s services:  
grant writing, RTA web site coordination, bookkeeping/accounting 
services, volunteer coordination, project management, and program 
development through an AmeriCorps staff member.   

In early 2009, RTA entered into a new partnership with the 
New Mexico Veterans Integration Centers (NMVIC), a two-year 
transitional program that provides housing and services for 
homeless veterans. We were able to support them with a new 
facelift to their facility and a facility assessment that evaluated 
the structural needs of the center. All of this was done with the 
tremendous support of over 180 volunteers and FBT Architects, 
who planned and conducted the facility assessment. 

I am proud to say that RTA’s Board of Directors, 343 volunteers, 
and 47 supporting companies and organizations completed six 
home projects and the upgrades for the New Mexico Veterans 
Integration Centers this year. 

My goals for 2009-10 are to assure that RTA’s name is publicized 
to the public so that we can better identify needy homeowners and 
assist our client base, to streamline our start-to-finish process for 
our projects, and to expand our volunteer data base. In coordination 
with the RTA Board of Directors, I also plan to 
drive our commitment to support the NMVIC’s 
new facility and to provide them with the expertise 
required to provide a safe and comfortable living 
environment for our homeless veterans.

Kim Trinosky
President

MESSAGE FROM RTA’s PRESIDENT

NATIONAL REBUILDING DAY IS SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2010!



VETERANS
INTEGRATION

CENTERS
2009 HOME PROJECTS

The 2008-09 year resulted in RTA’s completion of six home projects for 
Albuquerque’s senior homeowners, as well as assisting with the New Mexico 
Veterans Integration Centers, a two-year transitional facility that serves 
homeless veterans. Following are the names of those who provided support 
and work for each of the projects during the April 25 National Rebuilding Day.
 
Home No. 1:  Anaya – Northwest Albuquerque

RTA Coordinator:  Marilyn Sanchez 
House Captain:  Joe Adams 
Sponsor: State Farm Insurance 
Volunteers:  20 - State Farm Insurance 
Work Completed:  stucco, paint, yard work

Home No. 2:  Griego – Northeast Albuquerque
RTA Coordinator:  Dan Gonzales 
House Captain: Ivan Wells 
Sponsor:  Honeywell / Accent Southwest Windows & Doors 
Volunteers: 33 – Honeywell 
Work Completed:  stucco, paint, roofing, windows, carpeting/flooring, 
kitchen cabinets, doors, plumbing repairs, yard work

 
Home No. 3:  Hare – Northeast Albuquerque

RTA Coordinator:  Gene Griego 
House Captain:  Don Hoover 
Sponsor:  Accent Southwest Windows & Doors / General RTA Funds 
Volunteers – 30 – Hope Worldwide Church 
Work Completed:  windows, paint, doors, flooring, water heater, yard work

Home No. 4:  Silva – Southeast Albuquerque
RTA Coordinator:  Gene Griego 
House Captain:  Sharon Hoover-Thorpe 
Sponsor:  Accent Southwest Windows & Doors / General RTA Funds 
Volunteers – 20 – Business Environments / EWI 
Work Completed:  windows, paint, electrical repairs, yard work

Home No. 5:  Terry – Northeast Albuquerque
RTA Coordinator: John Lederer 
House Captain: Adam Grieper 
Sponsor: Honeywell 
Volunteers: 17 – Honeywell / AARP 
Work Completed:  paint, kitchen appliances, gate, yard work

Home No. 6 – Walker – Northwest Albuquerque
RTA Coordinator: Marilyn Sanchez 
House Captain:  Marie Baca / Dr. Doug Sheram 
Sponsor:  Cricket Communications 
Volunteers:  40 – Cricket Communications / Sandia Presbyterian Church 
Work Completed:  paint, carpeting and tile, ceiling repairs, wall repairs, 
bathroom plumbing

Veterans Integration Centers – Northeast Albuquerque
RTA Coordinators:  Dorian Atwater, Bruce Farmer, Teresa Huppertz, 
Anton Johansen, Margie Maestas-Flores, Fred Silva, Kim Trinosky 
Sponsor:  Sears Holdings / K-Mart 
Volunteers – 183 (See NMVIC article at left.) 
Work Completed:  paint, facility assessment

2009 HIGHLIGHTS

RTA COORDINATES A MAJOR PROJECT

Few are aware that New Mexico has over 7,000 homeless veterans, an alarming 
number that should not be. Many are also unaware that in Albuquerque the 
New Mexico Veterans Integration Centers (NMVIC) has made a valiant effort 
over the last five years to provide housing, meals, medical services, and a 
two-year transition program to assist homeless veterans to return to a life of 
normality. Although the NMVIC has served over 70 residents at a given time, 
the waiting list of homeless veterans who seek assistance continues to grow 
and currently numbers over 300—just in the Albuquerque area.

In April, as part of RTA’s annual project day, over 180 volunteers were on site 
at the NMVIC’s San Pedro and Central facility to paint the two-story, 100+ 
room motel. Provided with gallons and gallons of paint and all the needed 
supplies, the volunteers were efficiently supervised and directed by RTA board 
members, allowing all the painting to be completed by early afternoon. Among 
the volunteers were 13 representatives from FBT Architects, who completed 
a facility assessment to determine the structural needs of the center. It was a 
day of true camaraderie among the volunteers—followed by heartfelt gratitude 
expressed by the NMVIC residents and personnel.	

RTA deeply appreciates and gratefully thanks all who came forward to assist 
the NMVIC and its veteran residents!

(See RTA’s web site for television news coverage—KOAT, Channel 7, and 
KRQE, Channel 13—and photographs of the April 25 project day.)

In February, several of RTA’s board 
members, under the leadership of 
Dorian Atwater, formed an informal 
partnership to recruit businesses and 
trades people to assess the structural 
needs of the NMVIC facility—in order 
to provide safe and comfortable living 
quarters for the 70+ veterans. Referred 
to as the NMVIC Planning Group, this
partnership effort grew to include representatives from 14 organizations who 
donated all their time and efforts, meeting regularly for several months.

By M. Maestas-Flores

The NMVIC project, both in 
coordination of the NMVIC Planning 
Group and the 180+ volunteers 
who painted the facility on April 25, 
has been RTA’s largest undertaking 
since the organization formed over 
fifteen years ago. This collaboration 
of organizations, trades people, 
and volunteers has allowed many to

observe and to treasure what is possible when giving hearts and valued 
expertise united to assist our local veterans.
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